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The grammatical analysis of the Corpus is based on a taxonomy 

of 81 grammatical classes or "tags". These classes represent 

an expanded and refined system of word-classes, supplemented 

by major morphological information (e.g. singular vs. plural, 

tense, etc.) as well as some syntactic information (e.g. sub- 

ordinate vs. coordinate conjunctions). Each of the one million 

words of the Corpus has been annotated with its proper "tag". 

All lexical items that are grammatically ambiguous have been 

disambiguated. A manual, which contains detailed information 

about the textual selections in the Corpus, a list and explana- 

tion of the grammatical taxonomy, as well as information about 

the formating of the data on computer-processible magnetic tapes, 

is also available. 

The grammatically annotated Corpus text encompasses two 2400' 

magnetic tapes, available in a 9-channel format (7-channel 

format by special arrangement) and the usual densities. We 

are able to provide either ASCII or EBCDIC coding. The cost 

of both tapes, which includes the reels, the manual and sur- 

face shipping (with air freight additional), is $250.- for 

universities and other non-profit institutions, and $350.- for 

all others. 

The grammatically analyzed tapes are protected by copyright 

and no reproduction of them can be made without the written 

permission of the copyright holders, W.N. Francis or Eenry 

~uzera. Bowever, the tapes can be utilized for the usual 

research purposes, such as retrieval of grammatical information 

or automatic parsing. 

For those users who are interested in specific information, 

for example in the occurrences of particular lexical items, 

word-classes or grammatical forms, we can provide (either in 

printed form or on computer tape) a KWIC (Key-Word-in-Context) 

concordance of such items. The desired items can be specified 

either lexically or grammatically, or as a combination of both 

of these parameters. The cost of such concordances will depend 

on the frequency of the items to be retrieved as well as on the 



complexity of the specifications for their retrieval. Users 

interested in this type of information should contact us for 

an estimate at the address given below. 

In the near future, we also expect to have available a lemmatized 

frequency list of the Brown Corpus. This frequency list will 

group all inflected forms of a base form or a "lemma" under one 

heading, with the appropriate tags for each form, and the total 

frequency for each lemma as well as for each subentry given. 

We also plan to provide statistical information about the occur- 

rence of grammatical forms in the Corpus as a whole as well as 

in each genre of the Corpus. 

A special order form for the grammatically annotated tapes is 

included at the end of this newsletter. Further information on 

the tagged Brown Corpus can be obtained from Henry ~u;era, TEXT 

RESEARCH, 196 Bowen Street, Providence, R.I. 02906, U.S.A. 

THE LOB CORPUS 

The Lancaster-Oslo/Bergen Corpus (LOB) is now ready for distribu- 

tion, as announced in ICAME NEWS 2 .  The Corpus contains about 

a million words of printed British English texts published in 

1961, representing 500 samples of about 2,000 words distributed 

over 15 text categories. It is intended to be a British counter- 

part of the Brown Corpus and is therefore, as far as possible, 

comparable with its American equivalent. The size, year of 

publication of the texts, sampling principles, etc. are identical 

Table 1 summarizes the basic composition of the two corpora. 

A full description of the LOB Corpus, including a detailed com- 

parison with the Brown Corpus, is given in the Manual referred 

to below. 

Research on the material has already started. Word frequency 

lists and detailed comparisons with word frequencies in the Brown 

Corpus will be ~ublished shortly in a book bv Stis Johansson and 

Knut Hofland. Investisations of modal verbs. the aenitive. 

coordination. and existential there are in progress as well as 

several minor studies of other aspects. 



Table 1 The b a s i c  composit ion o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  and 
American corpora  

Text 
c a t e g o r i e s  

Number o f  texts  
i n  each ca tegory  

American B r i t i s h  
corpus  corpus  

Press :  r e p o r t a g e  

P re s s  : e d i t o r i a l  

Press :  reviews 

Re l ig ion  

S k i l l s ,  t r a d e s ,  and hobbies  

Popular  l o r e  

B e l l e s  l e t t r e s ,  b iography,  e s s a y s  

Miscel laneous (government documents, 
founda t ion  r e p o r t s ,  i n d u s t r y  r e p o r t s ,  
c o l l e g e  ca t a logue ,  i n d u s t r y  house organ)  

J Learned and s c i e n t i f i c  w r i t i n g s  8 0 80 

K General  f i c t i o n  29 29 

L Mystery and d e t e c t i v e  f i c t i o n  2 4 24 

M Science f i c t i o n  6 6 

N Adventure and wes te rn  f i c t i o n  2 9 29 

P Romance -and l o v e  s t o r y  2 9 29 

R Humour 9 9 

To ta l  500 500 



The LOB text is in upper- and lower-case and includes some 

"interpretive" coding designed to prepare the material for 

linguistic analysis: markers of abbreviations and non-English 

material, separate symbols for the beginning and the end of 

quotations, headline codes, and sentence-initial markers, etc. 

Work on grammatical tagging of the corpus is in the planning 

stage. 

The LOB text can be ordered through ICAME as well as a complete 

concordance on microfiche and magnetic tape. The concordance 

contains both an exhaustive list of the occurrences of each 

word in context and frequency information. To facilitate a 

comparison, the LOB concordance also includes the words and 

frequency figures for the Brown Corpus. At the end of each 

entry, there is information on the total frequency of the word 

in the two corpora as well as detailed information on the 

distribution of the word in the 15 text categories. For an 

example, see Table 2. 

For technical information on the material available, see the 

order form at the end of the newsletter. A Manual which de- 

scribes the contents of the Corpus, the sampling principles, 

coding system, etc., will be distributed together wi.th copies 

of the magnetic tape of the LOB text: 

Johansson, S., in collaboration with Leech, G.N., and Goodluck, 
H., Manual o f  I n fo rma t ion  t o  Accompany t h e  Lancaster-OsZo/Bergen 
Corpus o f  B r i t i s h  Eng2ish; for  Use w i t h  D i g i t a l  Computers. 
Department of English, University of Oslo, 1978. 

THE LONDON-LUND CORPUS 

The Survey of English Usage, under the direction of Randolph Quirk, 

University College London, and the Survey of Spoken English, 

under the direction of Jan Svartvik, University of Lund, have 

produced a corpus of spontaneous conversation in orthographic 

transcription with prosodic analysis. It is now made available 

both in print and in machine-readable form on computer tape, 

which will make it possible for interested scholars in any part 

of the world to have convenient access to this valuable material 



m Table 2 An extract from the LOB concordance 

mown 
A17 84 

2 value of hypnotic treatment lies in the increased 
1 listener absorbed. Sheer fatigue might increase 
WORDS=2, l L=1, S W L E S - 2 .  G.1, L=1, CAT=2 
WORDS=3, 513. SAMI'LES=I, J.1. CAT=i 
9 public, which has ahown l tsel! inf in1 tely 

3 in hla struggle for power with his brother, by 
1 could well have dispensed with, and even humoronsly 
E The left arm could be making one of many gestures 
7 Such magical, mysterious, ewe-inspiring, divlnlty- 
6 paper a description of Budapest In the early evening 
7 were capable of altering theoretical assumptions, by 
6 his 0- langrzage, whlch eeeme hammered cut, a medium 
I benefits paid during strikes and lcck-outs. 

1 1  but to a child they are very real. Not that I am 
1 yet he seems to want to dignlfy i t -  oddly enough, by 
6 confirmed. I t  seems thet the anthore ere correct in 
1 probably thonght a conwlsive shudder. 'If you're 
4 bear to sit still. Even Bridget was no longer 
7 Clearly onr two Democratic Elocialists are 
6 managed adroitly the hnmoroua atrocity story 
5 is there. This irritation is aometlmes relieved by 
7 In the acoonnts. 00Mr. Anoott is not, I hope, 
3 I t  carries the idea of reward or profit. Qcheleth is 
2 and aakfng him to accompany her, perhaps 
10 seriously$ i t  seemed to put responsibility on me for 
WORDS=20. A=1. B=3. C-3. D=2, E=1. F=2, - 5 ,  
D=2, E-l. F=2. 6'5,  J=1. K=1. P=1. CAT=l0 
WORDS-13, B=1,  D=1, Ell, F'1, 652, H=2, 513, 
H=2, 5.3, K=1, L=1, CAT-9 

l 1  from the plant is serious enough to merit almost any 
12 for an early marriage. She was not adverse to the 
1 dae to apparent size ander limlted oonditiorur. This 
8 a warmer climate than today. Thla was the first 

l 0 against them. Last week i t  was reported that the 
2 be the case were the children not streamed. The 
2 been enggeated that he should go bnt he "evaded the 
3 in fact be produced in this way. Nevertheleea, the 
9 year' lald down in the Educntion Act 1944. A almilar 
8 imply that the proof texts were knorm by Abaye. Our 
3 himself or for members of his family; (%*=S) the 
5 has lost no time In taking up President Kemedy's 
3 have beoome entangled with other considerations. The 
2 from the mine. No place for boys to play: The 
8 "0Graclaa,' acknowledged the white-armed one, a 

enggestibility of the patient and also what we call 
snggestlbility.) There was, in the Chinese manner, mnoh 

su~geatible, knowing nothing between ancritical enthusiasm 

suggesting a deceitful way of taklng poseesaion of Leon. A 
suggesting a special service of intercession at 00St. Paul's 
snggesting excitement, and to link np with it the girl's 
snggeeting facts have included wholly outer phenomena Iike 
suggesting i t  Was a dark and depressing city. I can 
suggesting new onea. Put In this way, Weber's prooedure 
suggestlng sheets of gold leaf. %<SEARCBER FOR ATLARTIS*) 
Suggesting that a total d3T.U.C.h membership of elght million 
suggesting that children should be molly-coddled- they must 
suggesting that i t  is a poem of wit which, like Dome's, is 
suggesting that i t  is only rarely thet average to bright 
suggesting that Martin isn't old enongh ...' she said in a new 
snggeatlng that the girl had been caught out in an escapade; 
suggestlng that the Labour Psrty should give up Its heritage 
suggesting that the ministerial troop. ahortld castrate the 
suggesting that the painting be vlewed as a piece of wall 
suggesting that the standards of honesty in British companies 
euggesting that there is a gain from human experience. He has 
Suggesting that to make It entirely "her" evening, he allow6 
suggesting what the dlfficnlties might he and how they mlght 

J=l, K P B W L F S = 1 9 ,  A-l, B=3. C-2, 

K=I. L S ~ L F S = I ~ ,  B=I, D=I, E F=I, ~ = 2 ,  

sllggestion aimed et oontrolling It, and this one, put forward 
suggestion. but he had to use a deal of presaure before she 
smggestion conld be tested experimentally by keeping one 
suggestion for an inveatigatlon into palaeoclimatologg, a 
anggestlon had been put forward to use the ooypn to oombat 
suggestion here 1s that since older children of a yaar group 
suggestion.' "l travel badly.' he tells us, "and 1 speak 
suggestion is an interesting one and conld be followed np by 
auggeatlon is made for oourses for teohulclans. Since the 
suggestion is snbstantiated by the fact that the comment on 
suggestion made in certain international organizations that 
suggestion, made on Wednesday. thst such a meeting should be 
suggestion now msde need have no party political implications 
suggestion of a pout puckered the boy's face. "Yon talk Iike 
suggestion of a smile returning to his lips. "0Adios. 



of modern spoken English. 

This part of the London-Lund Corpus consists of 34 "texts", 

each of 5000 running words, thus totalling some 170,000 words 

of genuine face-to-face conversation produced by a number of 

British speakers in a variety of situations. The prosodic 

analysis includes such basic distinctions as tone unit, nucleus, 

booster, onset and stress. In the production of the printed 

version of the Corpus, which is intended for "manual" analysis, 

great care has been taken to ensure easy readability, as the 

following extract shows: 

B '03 so allany time in JULGI 104 Uanda AUGUSTI 105 Ubut [a:] + . + 
A 106 a (  - - a hiss-whistle)* + I ~ Y ~ S I +  

>B 105 m o t  too 'far into 'August if a&ss r e~e l t r  - 107 II~THERWISEI 108 I'll be 

nstuck until about [a?:] 

A a n ~ d ~ a  
> B  108 htwentieth . [a] I'm I I H ~ P I N G I  1'0 to llget into S P ~ I N I  . 111 from aUbout 

the htwenty- . d Z ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  of AUGUSTI 112 ((to)) unltil about the htwentieth or 

. a something ofthat kind of SEPTZMBERI ir 113 but 

A 114 *I IY~AHI*  

>B 113 ~[naaw] ailpart from a ~ ~ i ~ ~  . 115 1-11 be at I I H ~ M E I  116 and al'llthough 
I'll be doing cs6 -stuff1 117 and llthat kind of TH~NGI  118 l1 can always 

'put it on one ~ S ~ D E I *  119 and Uget on with the PAPERI 
A 120 *IIY&AHI* 121 [a:] you Usee the A ~ T H E R  ~ m a n l  122 I ICH~MLEYI 

123 nought . llought . llought ~ L S O I  124 to have . Ogot his in on T ~ M E I  

125 and I SUSIIP~CTEDI 126 IIXLWAYSI 127 that Delllaney would be ~ T E I  . 
128 that UCbomley would be on T ~ M E I  129 and that mhis would . produce a 

nice 'ASTAGGERINGI 130 of . of their arlrival on your A D ~ K I  Q-* 13' [a:m] 

llnow it looks as if they they both 

B 132 a[m]n[h&]~* 

> A  (31 A R ~ R ~ E I  133 [a] I Uthink that we mnstn't worry too m u c h  h e d U T  THfSl 

l34 Uwe we llmake it Aperfectly clear that .papers must be in on the Xlfirst of 

n ~ X ~ ~  a-* 135 [a:m] 

B 136 a [ m ] U [ h ~ ~ a  

>A 135 . [?a ?a:] lland [a] I d o n ' t  want to [a:] Uyou K N ~ W I  137 lrun ourselves Out 

of an external EXAMINERI 138 by Oyour S ~ Y I N O I  139 [a] oh to llhell with 

A T H ~ S I  140 for a IIGAMEI 141 I'm linot going to have my summers . 
buggered up in athis kind of AWAYI* 

The parallel version in machine-readable form provides easy 

access for the scholar who wants to make use of a computer. 



8 .  

THE BOOK 

The printed version, which also includes presentation of the two 

"Survey" projects, a complete description of the corpus, a list 

of symbols, information about the speakers, and a description 

of the computer tape version, will shortly be published with 

the following title: A Corpus o f  Eng l i sh  Conver sa t i on ,  edited 

by Jan Svartvik and Randolph Quirk (Lund S t u d i e s  i n  E n g l i s h ,  

Lund: CWK Gleerup). The book, which is a necessary tool for 

the user of the magnetic tape, can conveniently be ordered on 

the form at the bottom of this page. It cannot be obtained 

through ICAME but only from the publishers and their represen- 

tatives. 

THE TAPE 

The computer tape is distributed by ICAME. For some technical 

information, see the order form at the end of the newsletter. 

Sound tapes of the material cannot be distributed. 

SURVEY OF SPOKEN ENGLISH REPORT 

The following report is available from the Survey of Spoken 

English, Porthuset, Allhelgona kyrkogata 14, 5-223 62 Lund, 

Sweden: Cecilia Thavenius and Bengt Orestrdm, eds., Konkordanser. 

FBredrag f r z n  2:a svenska k o l l o k v i e t  i s p r z k l i g  databehandl ing 

i Lund 1979. The report contains papers on concordancing (all 

of them in Swedish) by Rolf Gavare, Jonas LbfstrBm, Benny Brodda, 

and Sven Nor6n. 

ORDER FROM (BOOK) 

I/We wish to order copy/copies of Svartvik & Quirk, A Corpus o f  
Eng l i sh  C o n v e r s a t i o n ,  Lund Studies in English. 

Name : 

Address : 

(Return to: Gleerup/Liber Publishers. P.O.Box 1205. 5-221 05 Lund,   we den) 



REPORT FROM A SYMPOSIUM ON GRAMMATICAL T A G G I N G  OF ENGLISH 

TEXT CORPORA 

An i n t e r n a t i o n a l  symposium on "Grammat ica l  Tagging  of  E n g l i s h  

Tex t  Corpora  i n  Machine-Readable  Form" was h e l d  a t  Bergen on 

March 29-30,  1979 .  The symposium, which was f i n a n c i a l l y  spon- 

s o r e d  by t h e  Norwegian R e s e a r c h  C o u n c i l  f o r  S c i e n c e  and 

Human i t i e s  and t h e  U n i v e r s i t i e s  o f  Os lo  and Bergen ,  was a r r a n g e d  

a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  work w i t h i n  ICAME.  I t  was a t t e n d e d  by 37 

p a r t i c i p a n t s  from 10  c o u n t r i e s .  

The background t o  t h e  symposium was t h e  r e a l i z a t i o n  t h a t  c o r p o r a  

of  ( u n a n a l y z e d )  n a t u r a l - l a n g u a g e  t e x t s  a r e  i n s u f f i c i e n t  f o r  many 

t y p e s  of  l i n g u i s t i c  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  c o u p l e d  w i t h  t h e  d i s c o v e r y  

t h a t  l i n g u i s t s  i n  d i f f e r e n t  p a r t s  o f  t h e  w o r l d  had  embarked on 

p r o j e c t s  of g r a m m a t i c a l  t a g g i n g ,  s e e m i n g l y  unaware o f  e a c h  

o t h e r ' s  work and i n  some c a s e s  a p p l y i n g  d i f f e r e n t  s y s t e m s  of  

a n a l y s i s  t o  e x a c t l y  t h e  same m a t e r i a l .  Dur ing  t h e  Bergen sym- 

posium r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  f rom d i f f e r e n t  p r o j e c t s  had  an  o p p o r t u n i t y  

t o  d e s c r i b e  t h e i r  work and  p r o f i t  f rom e a c h  o t h e r ' s  e x p e r i e n c e s .  

1t i s  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  a d e q u a t e l y  summarize t h e  p a p e r s  and d i s -  

c u s s i o n s .  Wherever f e a s i b l e ,  r e f e r e n c e s  w i l l  b e  made t o  p u b l i -  

c a t i o n s  g i v i n g  d e t a i l e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  p r o j e c t s .  

Randolph Qui rk  ( U n i v e r s i t y  C o l l e g e  London) gave  an  i n t r o d u c t o r y  

l e c t u r e  on "The P l a c e  of  Corpus  S tudy  i n  E n g l i s h  Language 

R e s e a r c h " .  He emphas i zed  t h e  s p e c i a l  f e a t u r e s  of  t h e  new c o r -  

p o r a  compared w i t h  t h e  s o u r c e s  of  m a t e r i a l  u s e d  by t r a d i t i o n a l  

grammarians  s u c h  a s  J e s p e r s e n  and  Poutsma.  I n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  t h e  

new c o r p o r a  have  been  s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  compi l ed  t o  r e p r e s e n t  a  

b road  r a n g e  of  t e x t  t y p e s .  They a r e  f u r t h e r  i n t e n d e d  t o  be 

s u b j e c t e d  t o  " t o t a l  a c c o u n t a b i l i t y "  r a t h e r  t h a n  t o  a n a l y s i s  o f  

s e l e c t e d  f e a t u r e s .  Q u i r k ,  who i n  h i s  t a l k  a l s o  t o u c h e d  on t h e  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  be tween  c o r p u s  and e l i c i t a t i o n ,  h a s  r e c e n t l y  d e a l t  

w i t h  t h e s e  m a t t e r s  i n  a  j o i n t  a r t i c l e  w i t h  J a n  S v a r t v i k ,  "A 

Corpus o f  Modern E n g l i s h " ,  i n  H .  B e r g e n h o l t z  and B .  S c h a e d e r ,  

e d s . ,  Empirische Textwissenschaft: Aufbau und Auswertung von 



Tezt-Corpora. Kbnigstein/~s.: Scriptor Verlag, 1979. 

(This is the final title of the book which was announced in 

ICAME NEWS l.) 

If the preceding talk dealt with general linguistic matters, 

the particular uses of the computer in linguistics were taken 

up in brief contributions by Alvar Elleghd (University of 

Gothenburg) and Geoffrey Leech (University of Lancaster). 

Ellegdrd emphasized the importance of the computer in handling 

large bodies of data and relieving the linguist of much routine 

work, whereas Leech focused his remarks on the special advantages 

and possibilities offered by computer corpora and the need for 

cooperation in computer corpus work. 

W. Nelson Francis (Brown University) presented the system which 

has been used in the recently completed tagged version of the 

Brown Corpus (cf. p.1 above). The system, which is essentially 

that outlined in B.G. Greene and G.M. Rubin, Automatic Grammatical 

Tagging of English (Department of Linguistics, Brown University, 

1971), involves the assignment of one of 8 0  tags to each 

word in the material, through a combination of automatic pro- 

cedures (dictionary look-up, suffix list look-up, context frame 

rules) and manual pre- and post-editing. The Brown Corpus 

tagging project is described in a paper by W. Nelson Francis, 

"A Tagged Corpus: Problems and Prospects" (forthcoming) and in 

the manual mentioned on p. 2 above. 

Henry ~ u E e r a  (Brown University) reported on results from studies 

of the tagged Brown Corpus in his talk on "The Frequency of 

Grammatical Classes in the Brown Corpus". Statistics were given 

for the frequency of individual tags (singular common noun, 

plural common noun, singular proper noun, etc.) as well as for 

major classes such as nouns, pronouns, verbs, etc. The latter 

were also ranked and compared with the frequencies in a Czech 

corpus. Word-class distribution across genres was further studied 

in a way which revealed the varying degree of "contextuality" of 

the major tag classes. 



A l v a r  E l l e g a r d  ( U n i v e r s i t y  o f  G o t h e n b u r g )  d e s c r i b e d  h i s  a n a l y s i s  

o f  p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  Brown C o r p u s .  T h i s  v e r y  d e t a i l e d  s y s t e m ,  

Which,  i n  c o n t r a s t  t o  t h a t  u s e d  a t  Brown U n i v e r s i t y ,  d o e s  n o t  

i n v o l v e  a n y  a u t o m a t i c  p r o c e d u r e s ,  h a s  a l r e a d y  b e e n  p r e s e n t e d  

i n  t h i s  n e w s l e t t e r  (ICAME NEWS 2 ,  p p .  3-7). 

J a n  A a r t s  ( U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N i j m e g e n )  g a v e  a  r e p o r t  on  " G r a m m a t i c a l  

T a g g i n g  i n  t h e  D u t c h  Compute r  C o r p u s  P i l o t  P r o j e c t " .  The s y s t e m  

i s  b e i n g  i m p l e m e n t e d  on a  c o r p u s  o f  modern  E n g l i s h  t e x t s  a s s e m b l e d  

i n  H o l l a n d .  I t  i n v o l v e s  t h e  m a n u a l  a s s i g n m e n t  o f  a  f o u r - d i g i t  

c o d e  t o  e a c h  word i n  t h e  t e x t  a n d  i n c l u d e s  w o r d - c l a s s  l a b e l s  

c o m p a r a b l e  w i t h  t h o s e  u s e d  i n  t h e  Brown U n i v e r s i t y  p r o j e c t  ( t h e  

f i r s t  two d i g i t s )  a s  w e l l  a s  b o u n d a r y  m a r k e r s  ( t h e  l a s t  two 

d i g i t s ) .  C a t e g o r i a l  a n d  f u n c t i o n a l  c o n s t i t u e n t s  a r e  d e r i v e d  

f r o m  t h e  f o u r - d i g i t  c o d e  by a  s e r i e s  o f  a l g o r i t h m s .  The s y s t e m  

h a s  b e e n  a d a p t e d  f r o m  J .  v a n  B a k e l ,  Automatische S y n t a c t i s c h e  

Analyse van N e d e r l a n d s ~  T e k s t e n  (Compute r  C e n t r e ,  K a t h o l i e k e  

U n i v e r s i t e i t ,  N i j m e g ~ i i ,  1 9 7 0 ) .  I n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e  D u t c h  p r o j e c t  

h a s  b e e n  g i v e n  i n  a  p a p e r  b y  J a n  A a r t s  on  " S y n t a c t i c  C o d i n g  o f  

a  Computer  C o r p u s " ,  p r e s e n t e d  a t  t h e  5 t h  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C o n g r e s s  

o f  ~ p p l i e d  L i n g u i s t i c s ,  M o n t r e a l ,  A u g u s t  2 0 - 2 6 ,  1 9 7 8 .  The s y s t e m  

o f  a n a l y s i s  i s  d e s c r i b e d  i n  d e t a i l  i n  a  Manual for  Coders ,  whi,ch i s  

a v a i l a b l e  o n  r e q u e s t  f r o m :  J a n  A a r t s ,  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E n g l i s h ,  U n i v e r  

s i t y  o f  N i j m e g e n ,  H o l l a n d .  

R u d o l f  F i l i p o v i E  ( U n i v e r s i t y  of  Z a g r e b ) ,  who was u n f o r t u n a t e l y  

p r e v e n t e d  a t  t h e  l a s t  moment f r o m  a t t e n d i n g  t h e  symposium,  s u b -  

m i t t e d  a  p a p e r  on  "The G r a m m a t i c a l  T a g g i n g  o f  t h e  ' Z a g r e b  V e r s i o n '  

o f  t h e  Brown C o r p u s " .  I n  t h e  Z a g r e b  p r o j e c t  a b o u t  h a l f  o f  t h e  

Brown C o r p u s  h a s  b e e n  s e l e c t e d  a n d  t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  S e r b o - C r o a t i a n ,  

w i t h  t h e  o b j e c t  o f  p r o v i d i n g  a  s o u r c e  o f  d a t a  f o r  c o n t r a s t i v e  

a n a l y s i s .  The t e x t  i s  t a g g e d  m a n u a l l y  a c c o r d i n g  t o  a  s y s t e m  i n  

p a r t  r e m i n i s c e n t  o f  E l l e g b r d ' s  a n d  i n  p a r t  s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  o f  

t h e  Dutch  p r o j e c t .  Words a r e  a s s i g n e d  a  f o u r - d i g i t  c o d e  c o r r e -  

s p o n d i n g  t o  p a r t  o f  s p e e c h  ( t h e  f i r s t  two  d i g i t s ) ,  f u n c t i o n  o f  

words  o r  p h r a s e s  i n  c l a u s e s  ( t h e  t h i r d  d i g i t ) ,  a n d  f u n c t i o n  o f  

c l a u s e s  i n  t h e  s e n t e n c e  ( t h e  f o u r t h  d i g i t ) ,  t h o u g h  t h e  l a s t  two  

d i g i t s  a r e  o n l y  u s e d  w i t h  t h e  f i r s t  word  o f  a  s y n t a c t i c  c o n s t i t u -  

e n t .  I n f o r m a t i o n  o n  t h e  Z a g r e b  p r o j e c t  h a s  b e e n  g i v e n  i n  pub-  
-- - 



lications by FilipoviE from the Serbo-Croatian-English Contrastive 

Project. 

Jan Svartvik (University of Lund) gave an outline of the plans 

for the grammatical analysis of the London-Lund Corpus of 

spoken British English. The plans include semi-automatic word- 

class tagging similar to the Brown model as well as higher-level 

syntactic analysis. In his talk Svartvik touched on the particu- 

lar problems of tagging spoken material, e.g. those posed by 

having the tone unit rather than the sentence as the basic el- 
- 

ement. The projected system is described in Jan Svartvik, "Tagging 

Spoken English" (forthcoming). See further the information on the 

London-Lund Corpus, pp. 6-8 above. 

Mamata Nakra (Maisonneuve College) gave a talk on "Grammatical 

Tagging of Journalistic Prose" based on her work on newspaper 

material from the Brown Corpus, presented in her thesis on the 

topic. Nakra's system has not yet been implemented computa- 

tionally. 

Viljo Kohonen (University of Turku) described the CHITAB program, 

which he has developed in cooperation with Jussi Salmela. The 

program operates on a coded version of the text (manually 

assigned) without direct access to coding and text at the same 

time. It has been used in Kohonen's recently completed thesis, 

On t h e  D e v e l o p m e n t  o f  E n g l i s h  Word O r d e r  i n  R e Z i g i o u s  P r o s e  

around  l 0 0 0  and l 2 0 0  A.D. Publications of the Research Institute 

of the Abo Akademi Foundation, No. 38. Abo 1978, and is described 

on pp. 223-227 of his work. 

Claus Faerch (University of Copenhagen) reported on the gram- 

matical analysis of a corpus of learners' language collected 

in Denmark and consisting of English as spoken and written by ~anes.- The 

tagging is restricted to the assignment of word-class labels 

by semi-automatic techniques along the Brown model. Faerch 

touched on the particular problems caused by the learner-language 

material. Is it possible to characterize learner-language as a 



system? If not, can you write rules for the assignment of 

tags? The Copenhagen project is described in Faerch's report 

on "Computational Analysis of the PIF Corpus of Learner 

Language", PIF W o r k i n g  P a p e r s ,  No. 1, Department of English, 

University of Copenhagen, 1979. 

Dirk Geens (University of Leuven) was the only one of the par- 

ticipants who gave a report on automatic syntactic analysis, 

based on his recently completed doctoral thesis on the topic- 

GeenS' analysis, which has been implemented on the Leuven Drama 

Corpus 4described in ICAME NEWS 2, pp. 7-31, included a "syn- 

tactic recognition procedure that was mainly used to produce a 

rough characterization of the apparent syntactic structure of 

each sentence" and a "full syntactic analysis procedure", both 

of which are too complex to be summarized here. Geens also dealt 

with some problems of semantic analysis. 

In a lucid and relevant introduction to the final discussion 

period, Sture Allen (University of Gothenburg) presented a 

taxonomy of tagging systems based on the type of material (run- 

ning text, sorted text, linked network), purpose of analysis 

(lexical, grammatical, communicative), and tagging technique 

(off-line encoding, on-line encoding, interactive procedure, 

automatic procedure). Through A116n's paper the work at the sym- 

posium was placed within a more general framework of computational- 

linguistic analysis. 

The contributed papers presented a variety of tagging projects, 

from the point of view of the material (cf. Francis, Svartvik, 

Faerch) as.wel1 as aim (cf. Francis, Filipovie, Geens) and 

technique (cf. Francis, EllegHrd, Geens). An illustration of 

different ways of tackling the same material was given by four 

treatments of an extract from the Brown Corpus: the Brown model, 

Ellegard's and Filipovie's systems, and the Dutch system (Jan 

Aarts was kind enough to provide comparative material, though 



the text was not part of the corpus analyzed in the Dutch pro- 

ject). Unfortunately, space does not permit the reproduction 

of this material here. 

The variation in the ways of handling the same material raises 

the question why a particular system is chosen; It was clear 

from the discussion that different projects had different aims, 

as already hinted at in the preceding paragraph, which partially 

explains the varying approaches (Naturally, these are also due 

to such more trivial matters as available funds, personnel, 

equipment, etc.) The Brown analysts were concerned with developing 

a source of data as neutral as possible with respect to future 

applications and were therefore content with a fairly uncontro- 

versial, traditional, "surface" analysis, whereas Ellegard had 

the more specific aim of revealing the syntactic features of 

four categories of English texts and therefore considered it 

necessary to perform a fuller analysis. The varying aims in 

other cases (Faerch, Filipovi6, Geens) should be immediately 

recognizable to the reader. 

The linguistic differences between the systems should, however, 

not be exaggerated. Most of them use traditional categories 

(parts of speech, parts of the sentence, clause types), though 

the delicacy of analysis and the labels may differ. The question 

of standardization of categories and labels was raised in the 

discussion. It was agreed by almost everybody that standardization 

is impossible, or even undesirable, in view of the varying aims, 

ambitions, and resources of projects. Instead, it was pointed out 

that it is desirable to have systems which are convertible to some 

extent and always to provide explicit descriptions of the systems 

used. 

In conclusion (to take up just one further matter from the dis- 

cussion), it was agreed that the exchange of information between 

researchers must be improved. To partially solve this problem, it 

was proposed that a follow-up symposium should be held in two 

years, if possible. 



THE OXFORD ARCHIVE OF ENGLISH LITERATURE 

The O x f o r d  A r c h i v e  o f  E n g l i s h  L i t e r a t u r e  h a s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  a i m s :  

( a )  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a n d  m a i n t a i n  a c e n t r a l  r e p o s i t o r y  f o r  

E n g l i s h  l i t e r a t u r e  i n  m a c h i n e - r e a d a b l e  f o r m ;  

( b )  t o  make a v a i l a b l e  t e x t s  f r o m  i t  t o  r e s e a r c h e r s  i n  t h e  

f i e l d  o f  l i t e r a r y  a n d  l i n g u i s t i c  c o m p u t i n g ,  f r e e  o f  

c h a r g e  ( o t h e r  t h a n  f o r  t r a n s p o r t  e t c .  ) . 

I n  c o n t r a s t  t o  I C A M E ,  t h e  O x f o r d  A r c h i v e  f o c u s e s  o n  p r i n t e d  

l i t e r a r y  t e x t s ,  t h o u g h  o t h e r  m a t e r i a l  i s  a l s o  a v a i l a b l e ,  a s  

a p p e a r s  f r o m  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  l i s t .  

1. Complete English t e x t s  

Anonymous 

Akenside, Mark 
Barnes, Barnabe 
Beckett, Samuel 
Berryman, John 
Bullokar, William 
Chester f ie ld ,  Ear l  of 
Coleridge, Samuel Taylor 
Cooper, Gi les  
Cowper, William 
Crane, Ralph 
Dickens, Charles 
Dylan, Bob 
E l i o t ,  Thomas Stearns  
Erasmus ( t r a n s .  Hervet) 
Fielding,  Henry 
Fleming, Ian 
Fle tcher ,  John & 

Massinger, William 
Fle tcher ,  John 
Fros t ,  Robert 
Gaskell,  El izabeth 
Gower, John 
Graves, Robert 
Greene, Robert 
Hervey, Thomas 
Hopkins, Gerard Manley 
Johnson, Samuel 
Jonson, Ben 
Keats , John 
Kydd, Thomas 
Lawrence, David Herbert 

Arden of  Faversham; Contention of York 
& Lancaster; Famous Vic to r i e s  of Henry V ;  
Taming of a  Shrew; Troublesome Reign of 
King John, True Tragedy of  Richard 111; 
Thomas of Woodstock 
Sweet Gooseberries 
Pleasures of t h e  Imagination 
Sonnets 
Ping; Bing; Lessness; Waiting f o r  Godot 
Dream Songs 
Three pamphlets on grammar 
Case of t h e  Hanover Forces ... 
Complete p o e t i c a l  works (ed. E.H. Coleridge) 
Everything i n  the  garden 
The task [ i n  prepara t ion]  
Rejoinder t o  a  b i l l  of complaint 
A Christmas Carol 
Published songs 1962-69 
Complete poems and plays ;  Poems 1909-35 
De Immensa Dei ~ i s e r i c o r d i a  
Joseph Andrews; Miscel lanies;  Shamela 
Goldf inger  

S i r  John Van Olden Barnavelt 
Demetrius and Er ianthe  
Selected verse 
Selec ted  cont r ibut ions  t o  F rase r s  1851-65 
Confessio amantis 
Complete poems 
F r i a r  Bacon and F r i a r  Bungay 
L e t t e r  t o  S i r  Thomas Hanmer, Bar t  
Complete verse  
London; The vani ty  of  human wishes 
Pleasure reconci ld  t o  ver tue  ( a  masque) 
Poe t i ca l  works 
Spanish Tragedie; Cornelia  
S t  Mawr 



Mansfield, Katherine 
Manwaring 
Middleton, Thomas 

Munday, Thomas e t  a 1  
O'Casey, Sean 

Randolph, Thomas 

Shakespeare, W i l l i a m  

Spenser, Edmund 
Tourneur, C y r i l  
Woolf, Virg in ia  
Wordsworth, W i l l i a m  
Wyatt, Thomas 

Selected s h o r t . s t o r i e s  
A seaman's g lossa ry  
A game a t  chess (3mss); The Witch; 
Song i n  severa l  p a r t s  
S i r  Thomas More ( p a r t s )  
Plough & the  stars; Juno and the  paycock; 
Shadow of  a gunman 
Arist ippus;  Conceited Pedler ;  Praeludium; 
Drinking Academy; Fary Knight 
Complete works ( F i r s t  f o l i o  and asso r t ed  
quar tos)  
Minor Poems; Faer ie  Queene 
Revengers Tragedy 
A haunted house and o t h e r  s t o r i e s  
L y r i c a l  Ballads (1798) 
Poe t i ca l  works 

2. Reference Texts 

Advanced Learner ' s  Dict ionary [headwords; new complete , ed i t ion  i n  
prepara t ion]  

Shorter Oxford Dict ionary [headwords & s y n t a c t i c  codings only] 
Thorndike-Lorge word count 
General Catalogue of the  OUP 
African Encyclopaedia [ i n  prepara t ion]  
Oxford Dictionary of Quotations 

3 .  Corpora 

Brown Corpus 
G i l l  Corpus 1 ( t o  be descr ibed i n  a 
G i l l  Corpus 2 l a t e r  i s s u e  of ICAME NEWS) 
Lexis (spoken usage) 

4. Samples 

Modern prose 

C i v i l  War polemic 

Dedications 

(10 approx. 2000 word samples from novels 
by Huxley, Snow, Lewis, Waugh, Greene, 
Wells, Murdoch, Wyndham, Maugham, and 
W00lf) 
(19 3000 word samples from pamphlets by 
Milton; 15 3000 word samples from pamphlets 
by Hall .  'sMECTYM~WUS' e t  a l . )  
t r ansc r ibed  by Ralph Crane 

.- 

A more c o m p l e t e  l i s t  o f  m a t e r i a l  a v a i l a b l e ,  as w e l l  as  d e t a i l e d  

i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  p r i c e  a n d  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  u s e ,  c a n  b e  o b t a i n e d  f r o m :  

L o u i s  B e r n a r d ,  The A r c h i v e ,  O x f o r d  U n i v e r s i t y  Comput ing  S e r v i c e ,  

1 3  Banbury  Road,  O x f o r d  3 x 2  6NN, E n g l a n d .  



THE LLC? A R C H I V E  

The L i t e r a r y  a n d  L i n q u i s t i c  Comput ing  C e n t r e  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  

o f  Cambr idge  (LLCC) h a s  a v a i l a b l e  a  l a r g e  number o f  t e x t s  i n  

m a c h i n e - r e a d a b l e  form, r e p r e s e n t i n g  a v a r i e t y  o f  l a n g u a g e s .  L i k e  

t h e  O x f o r d  A r c h i v e ,  t h e  f o c u s  i s  o n  p r i n t e d  l i t e r a r y  t e x t s .  The 

f o l l o w i n g  i s  a n  i n c o m p l e t e  l i s t  o f  t h e  E n g l i s h  t e x t s  c u r r e n t l y  

a v a i l a b l e .  

Bayes, H. 
Dudley, Third Lord North 
Dudley, Fourth Lord North 
E l i o t ,  George 

E l i o t ,  T.S. 
Graves, Robert 
Graves, Robert 

Hopkins, Gerard Manley 
Mansfield, Katherine 

Spenser, Edmund 

Spenser, Edmund 

w a t t ,  S i r  Thomas 
Woolf, Virg in ia  

Trandcribed Speech of a  Small Child (~Bpubl . )  
Collected poems 
Collected Poems 
S i l a s  Marner; Middlemarch; Daniel Deronda 
(o ther  novels t o  follow) 
The Complete Poems and Plays (London, 1969) 
Complete Poems, f i r s t  published ed i t ions  
Claudius; Claudius the  God (o ther  prose 
works t o  follow) 
The Wreck of  t h e  Deutschland 
Collected S t o r i e s  ( se lec ted  stories only)  
(Constable, 1968) 
Fa r i e  Queene, 2 vols . ,  e d i t e d  by J . C .  Smith 
(Oxford, 1902) 
Minor Poems 

A Systematic Sign Language, a  d ic t ionary  of  
deaf and dumb language s igns  

Collected Poems 
A Haunted House, and Other S t o r i e s ,  e d i t e d  
by L. Woolf (London, 1967) 

A more c o m p l e t e  l i s t  as w e l l  a s  d e t a i l e d  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  u s e  c a n  

b e  o b t a i n e d  f r o m :  J o h n  Dawson, L i t e r a r y  a n d  L i n g u i s t i c  Comput ing  

C e n t r e ,  S i d g w i c k  S i t e ,  Cambr idge  CB3 9DA. E n g l a n d .  

EDITORIAL NOTE 

Further  ICAME newsle t ters  w i l l  appear i r r e g u l a r l y  and w i l l ,  f o r  t h e  time being, 
be d i s t r i b u t e d  f r e e  of  charge. The Edi tor  i s  g r a t e f u l  f o r  any information o r  
documentation which i s  re levan t  t o  t h e  f i e l d  of concern of ICAME. 

UPDATING O F  THE M A I L I N G  LIST 

The mailing l is t  f o r  ICAME NEWS is now so  l a r g e  t h a t  it i s  e s s e n t i a l  t o  e l iminate  
unnecessary e n t r i e s .  I f  you wish t o  rece ive  t h e  newsle t ter  i n  the  fu tu re ,  f i l l  
i n  and r e t u r n  t h e  form below (unless  you d i d  s o  a f t e r  rece iv ing I C M  NEWS 2 ) .  

.................................................................................. 
(Return t o :  S t i g  Johansson, Department of English, P.O.Box 1003, Blindern, 

Oslo 3,  Norway) 

I / W ~  wish t o  rece ive  ICAME NEWS 

Name/Institution: 

Address : 





ORDER FORM 

To obtain material you must enclose a cheque (bank d ra f t ,  cashier ' s  cheque) 
with your order made out  i n  Norwegian currency (or the equivalent i n  
English pounds o r  U.S. dol la rs )  to:  The Norwegian Computing Centre for  
the Humanities, Bergen, Norway. 

(Use of the material fo r  research by commercial i n s t i t u t ions  may be 
possible on the same conditions. Commercial i n s t i t u t ions  are ,  however, 
asked to contact us before ordering any material.) 

(Return to: The Norwegian Computing Centre for  the Humanities, 
P.O.Box 53, University of Bergen, 5014 Bergen, Norway) 

Indicate i n  the table  below what you wish t o  order (prices a r e  given i n  
Norwegian kroner):  

Brown: KWIC 

0 Brown: KWIC concordance (microfiche) Price: 350 

0 LOB: KWIC concordance (microfiche) Price: 350 

Please, add for  postage and handling: 

for  each 1200 f t .  tape 25 Norwegian kroner 

for each 2400 f t .  tape 35 

for  each microfiche s e t  10 " (overseas a i r  m a i l :  20) 

Packages w i l l  normally be sen t  by surface mail. 

Mame/Institution: ......................................... 
Address : .................................................. 

We understand t h a t  the material  l i s t e d  above i s  fo r  research purposes only 
and agree not t o  d is t r ibu te  the material o r  reproduce any p a r t  of it fo r  
any other purpose than scholarly research. (To be signed by a responsible 
o f f i c i a l  of the in s t i t u t ion  making the order.) 

Date ............................ Signed 

Off ic ia l  Position 





T A G G X D  VERSIDN =F. ENGLLSH CORPUS TAP_ES ------ 
O r d e r  Form 

, ( a i l  t o :  Henry R u c e r a  
TEXT HESEAECH . 
196 Bowen S t r e e t  
P r o v i d e n c e ,  R.I. 0 2 9 3 6 ,  USA 

Date :  

1. P l ~ a s e  s e n d  --- c o p y  ( i e s )  of t h e  T a q q e d  C o r p u s  of P r e s e n t - D a y  
A m ~ r i c a n  E n q l i s h  ( E a c h  c o p y  c o n t a i n e d  on  two  m a q n e t i c  t a p e s )  o n  
9 - c h a n n e l  t a p c s  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n q  d e n s i t y  ( c h e c k  o n e ) :  

Code: ---- ASCII ---- E B C D I C  
( I f  b l a n k ,  EBCDIC w i l l  b e  s u p p l i e d )  

2. I n s t e a d  o f  t h e  a b o v e ,  s e n d  7 - c h a n n e l  t a p e s  i n  BP1 d e n s i t y ,  i n  
RCD code .  I u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  7 - c h a n n e l  t a p e s ,  b e c a u s e  o f  p r o c e s s i n q  
c o m p l i c a t i o n s ,  i n c u r  an a d d i t i o c a l  c h a r q e  o f  $25.- p e r  e a c h  c o m p l e t e  
set  o f  t h e  T a q q s d  C o r p u s .  

3. S e n d  t a p e s  v i a  s u r f a c e  t r a n s p o r t  p r e p a i d  A i r  f r e i q h t  
c o l l e c t  t o  t h e  f o l l o w i n q  a d d r e s s   lease q i v e  street a d d r e s s  a n d  Z i p  
c o 6 e  f o r  UPS d e l i v e r y ) :  

1 4 .  s e n d  - - - e x t r a  c o ~ i e s  o f  t h e  Manual  a t  $6.50 e a c h  (one  c o p y  s u p p l i e d  
f r e e  w i t h  t a p e s )  

5. Psynen? :  

-- P l e a s e  s e n d  i n v o i c e  
I e n c l o s e  a  c h e c k ,  p a y a b l e  t o  TEXT EESEARCH, i n  t h e  a m o u n t  of -- 

-- $250.- ( f o r  n o n - p r o f i t  o r q a n i z a t i o n s )  
-- 3350.  - ( f o r  o t h e r s )  

I f  you  w i s h t h e  r a t e  f o r  n o n - p r o f i t  o r q a n i z a t i o n s ,  p l e a s e  q i v e  t h e  
name and  a d d r e s s  o f  t h e  o r q a n i z a t i c n  : 

-. . . .i .,.. 
" , V  T;. - m ' . -  , .. . . . \ 

- 

h. I a q r G e  t o  t h e  f c l l o u i n q  c o n d i t i o n s :  

1 u n d e r s t a n d  + h d t  t h e  Taqqed  V e r s i o n  o t  t h e  E n q l i s h  C o r p u s  i s  
p ~ o t € C t € d  by  c o p y r i q h t  a n d  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of t h e  U.S. 
c o p y r i q h t  l a n .  No c o p y  o f  t h e  t a p e s  w i l l  b e  made w i t h o u t  t h e  w r i t t e n  
p e r m i s s i o n  of o n e  o f  t h e  c o p y r i q b t  h o l d e r s ,  U.N. P r a n c i s  o r  Henry  
K u c e r a .  

S i q n a t u r e :  
P r i n t  or  t y p e  name: 
P o s i + . i o n :  

N . B .  T h e  Tagged  Brown C o r p u s  c a n n o t  b e  o b t a i n e d  f r o m  B e r g e n !  




